L+ Hillbrooke Herald

Volume 15, Issue 2 Hillborooke: A Design Standard Community June 2004

ISR ' _ =

The end of May traditionally marks the beginning of summer, but in this issue of the Herald we're going to
look back at Spring. The season was incredibly beautiful in Hillorooke — as usual. For more springtime
pictures see the pictorial A Hillorooke Spring on page 12.
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Letter From The President

) Hello Hillbrooke!
v
;‘4 The pool is open, the kids are out of school, and the outdoor weather is in full
§y swing. Okay, enough small talk, let’s get right to the core stuff here. A lot to
£~ write about and paper prices are up...

[ In past newsletters, | always summarize what is going on. However, | left the
= reader to interpret the relative importance of these activities. In redress, |
W N thought it would be healthy to perform a virtual spring cleaning by going over
) our volunteer Board’s extended activities and their corresponding priority and
status (again, these are extended activities, thus in addition to the day-to-
day operational matters).

Priority one is supporting reforms and upgrades of the ACC. To address this need, two fronts were
undertaken at the year’s onset. Firstly, Hillorooke recruited to repopulate its vacant ACC. The re-
sult has been a new ACC Chair (Pam Jenkins) with an impressive complement of veteran ACC
committee members (John Sheffield, Clay Williams, and Kevin McClary). Secondly, the 2004
budget forwent more capital improvements and instead tabled funds for ACC service support. So
what’s next? The ACC (while exercising our present system) will unveil an enhanced process com-
plemented by an updated design standard. The details of the last step are in the works at this
time. What is apparent is that our new ACC process will involve our leveraging a reputable, ex-
perienced, and objective management service to facilitate our needs.

Priority two is improving our roads. Here, Chris Reihing spearheads visibility of our community’s
needs to the county government. The idea here is simple; keep the county aware of our road con-
dition and posture for repair allocation as appropriate. Not surprisingly, this has proven to be an
arduous and lengthy task. However, recent feedback from the county stated they will repair the
more damaged portion of the roads in June (the May date was delayed). Also, as a back-up, Terry
Morse completed a road study to determine the cost of getting our street foibles addressed should
our ever proactive government (cough) get mired and we need to consider our alternatives more
closely.

Priority three is fiscal planning. This task will set out to refine the long term reserve study plan
and extrapolate our association’s fiscal health based on our present disposition. Simply put, our
long term study needs refining to better project what things will cost.

Priority four is security. The addition of our pool camera has proven a valuable deterrent. An ex-
pansion plan is in progress. Also, we will continue our series (I think 2 sessions is a series right?)
of having Detective Rose visit us (June 9th at the Pavilion) to educate our adults and teens. Note:
pizza will be provided to the teens after the talk.

And then there is the ‘fun’ stuff: namely, the improvement options that we are addressing via
community feedback. These tasks, due to their visibility are sometimes mistakenly perceived as
what-we-do. They may even be thought to have been conjured up based on the personal prefer-
ence. This is not the case. At the Association’s Annual meeting summarizing 2002, the 2003
Board was given the results of a survey distributed to the meeting’s attendees. The results indi-
cated our Homeowner’s top two preferences were the pursuit of a common trash service and a
new mailbox style. Thus, these tasks were therefore added to the work scope on the community’s
input and behalf.

So where is the fun stuff at? Presently, the unified trash service vote is less than 10 votes from

passing [and conversely less than 30 votes from rejection]. The mailbox vote has just begun and
results will be posted during the semi-Annual. Note: we are so near closing the unified trash ser-
vice vote that we will extend the vote period until a definitive tally brings closure to the decision.

I encourage you to take the time to read the Committee Chairs’ input as they touch upon many
exciting events at Hillbrooke. And, as always, please remember that Hillbrooke’s success is
achieved through volunteers. We welcome your input, your ideas, and your talent.

Best Regards,
Jake Orion
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An Evening for the Youth
of Hillbrooke
with Detective Steve Rose

Pizza Party afterwards!

The Hillbrooke Board is honored to have Detective Rose
come out and visit us again on Wednesday, June 9th at
7:00 pm to talk with our community’s teens and pre-
teens about how to maximize their FUN this summer.

Detective Rose will be using his fantastic sense of humor to com-
municate with our kids about neighborhood and community is-
sues that they may come into contact with. The purpose of this
evening is help our kids have the best summer ever, while help-
ing us as homeowners learn what we can do to keep our
neighborhood safe both for them and us.

Many of you receive direct emails from Detective Rose and you
know how much he does for not only our community but for North
Fulton County at large. In addition several have also expressed a
desire to offer honorarium for what he does. While Steve is not
permitted to accept gifts from us, we can support efforts that he
is leading.

One such effort is the purchase and distribution of COP cards (like
baseball cards) and so this opportunity will also be made avail-
able on Wednesday night.

Plan on coming out to the main pavilion on Wednesday June 9th
for a 7:00 P.M. presentation. Teens and pre-teens, please bring
your folks as they will benefit greatly from Detective Rose’s pres-
entation as well. Refreshments will be available and pizza will be
served around 8:00 P.M. No need to RSVP as we’ll order enough
pizza for all the youth present.

Neighborhood News
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Board of Directors

Hillbrooke has a
long tradition of
involved and active

Jake Orion, President .........ooovviiiinnnnnn... 678-667-9572

Carol Hathaway, Vice President............. 770-410-1304 volunteers. The
Scott McCullars, Treasurer.............o...... 770-343-8476 time we invest is
Dave Dworkin, Secretary...................... 678-366-1804 one of the_ main
Suzanne Boylan, Member-at-Large ........ 770-442-1221 reasons Hillbrooke

Committee Chairs

remains one of the
premier neighbor-
hoods in North Ful-

POOL: .. Steve Baker ton.

ACC: e Pam Jenkins Anytime there is

Welcoming:...coooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiene, Linda Bills opportunity for

Newsletter: .....oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaens Glenn Boylan residents to help

TeNNISI ..o Jamie Collins and Rhonda Robinson out, we'll identify

Pavilion and Grounds: .................. Billy Rinesmith them in the el
with the light bulb

Web Master:......c.ccooviiiiiiiiinnen. Matt Sabath graphic

Neighborhood Watch: .................. Open

Sociali..i i Julie Janofsky and Dianne Sullivan

Community Action:..........c..ocoeee.. Open

Neighborhood Watch and Community Action Chairpersons Needed

Hillbrooke needs someone willing to serve as our Neighborhood Watch and Commu-
nity Action Chairs. If you can help with these very worthwhile positions, please con-

tact Janice Martin at janicemartin@comcast.net.

S.). GOROWITZ

Accounting & Tax Services, PC.
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Accounting

# Financial Statement Preparation
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# Franchise Accounting

# QuickBooks Consulting

TIII at EIJ 0 ‘;IJ f ”q * Bookkesping & Payroll Tax Services

) # Spedalizing in Professional Service Corps.

Tax Services
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HHH’””’ 3565 # Tax Notice Resolution

I_}f_” Hitil I‘-t # Start-Up and Expansion Considerations

Call For A Free Initial Consultation

Visit us at www.sjgorowikz.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Al-gebra Alert

At Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International
Airport today, an individual, later discovered
to be a public school teacher, was arrested
trying to board a flight while in possession
of a ruler, a protractor, setsquare, slide
rule, and a calculator.

Attorney General John Ashcroft believes the
man is a member of the notorious “al-
gebra” movement. He is being charged with
carrying weapons of math instruction.

"Al-gebra is a fearsome cult, indeed,"
Ashcroft said. "They desire average solu-
tions by means and extremes, and some-
times go off on a tangent in a search of ab-
solute value. They consist of quite shadowy
figures, with names like "X" and "Y", and,
although they are frequently referred to as
"unknowns", we know they really belong to
a common denominator and are part of the
axis of medieval with coordinates in every
country. As the great Greek philanderer
Isosceles used to say, "there are 3 sides to
every triangle."
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Pool News

T
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New Pool Phone #:
(770) 360 9545

Hi everyone,

Welcome back to the pool! I'd like to begin by
thanking Tammy Orion and the Social Com-
mittee for putting on another terrific pool
opening party. 1'd also like to welcome back
Mike again for another summer. We're very
excited to have him back. Lastly, 1'd like to ex-
tend a very special thanks to all of you who
helped out on the pool workday. The work we
accomplished made a tremendous difference
in our pool area and will add lasting value
throughout the summer. Thank you all for
your time and devotion.

Well, 1 covered most of the changes, addi-
tions, and enhancements in the previous
newsletter so | just provide a few clarifications
below:

If you would like have access to the WiFi
at the pool, please send your wireless MAC
address to either Steve Hoffman or myself
and we'll update the network to include
your device. Please identify what type of
device you will be connecting.

Please, NO water balloons in the pool area.

Please, NO wheels in the pool area includ-
ing skateboards, scooters, skates, and bi-
cycles.

Pool party guards can be arranged directly
with the Life Guards and payment made
directly to the pool service company. Re-
member that we have two lifeguards on
duty during peak hours (usually 2 pm - 5
pm) on the weekends until July 4th.

Also, if you do happen to be at the pool
and notice the hanging baskets wilting,
please feel free to water them using the
hose under the arbor. Either I or a life-

guard would be glad to show you how to
connect the hose to the irrigation system
under the arbor. Please do NOT use pool
water on any plants.

If you have any comments or suggestions or
just want to become more involved with future
pool projects, please do not hesitate to call or
email me anytime. Thanks have a safe and fun
summer.

Steve Baker
770 337 2302
sbaker@ciena.com
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Through a Child’s Eye

I'm sure many families in Hillbrooke have had to deal with cancer either directly or within their
extended family. It can be a very difficult time for both the patients and their loved ones.

Unfortunately, one of the families in our neighborhood is going through this right now. Anony-
mously, they wanted to share a letter their 10-year-old daughter wrote about her Dad’s battle
with the disease.

This look through a child’s eyes is an honest and touching reminder of the how difficult cancer is.

Cancer
Cancer can kill you and that's bad and my dad has it!
Its very hard and not that easy to deal with. 1 wish
my dad can get better. I really want my dad to be
able to taste food. I love my dad so very much “but”
because he has to go to his treatment he can get
mean. My dad wishes he can do all the things that he
can't do. | feel so so sad for my dad. People don't un-
derstand what I'm going through! My brother never
talks about it. | do a bit. I always talk about it to my
mom. | love my dad so hopefully he can get better.
My dad can’'t swim and he loves to swim and he loves
to bike “but” he can't. See what cancer can do? |
hate it. PS he never smoked or drinked.

Re: Unlicensed Drivers—Please Read

I was out with my 3 young children last weekend while they were playing in my yard
and in our Cul de sac. A teenager drove up and down our street numerous times with
his friends.

It was brought to my attention by another neighbor that this teen did not have his
driver’s license yet nor a driver’s permit. | have been very disturbed since by the
thought of an unlicensed teen driver on the streets where my children play.

I do not like this and I’'m sure that many other neighbors in Hillorooke will agree that this should
not be tolerated. | will be watching and | urge other Hillborooke Neighbors to do the same so that
we can put an end to Unlicensed Drivers on our streets.

Concerned Parent of Hillorooke
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Pet Peeves

Our pets. We LUV ‘em. .’..

Dog, cat, bird, fish, hamster, ....
snake, or gila monster, it

doesn’t matter. Our pets

bring us love and companionship and laughter
and comfort. They are beacons of happiness
and joy in our hectic and tumultuous lives.

But here’s a hint. If your pet is running around
loose in your neighbor’s yard, they are proba-
bly NOT beacons of happiness and joy to your
neighbor.

In fact, if your pet is tearing up your
neighbor’s yard, or using it as a large, outdoor
toilet or their personal hunting ground, it’s
probably downright annoying to your
neighbor.

Fulton County leash laws (available at www.
municode.com) state, “the running at large of
dogs, domestic animals, livestock, owned wild-
life, exotic animals, dangerous, or potentially
dangerous dogs is prohibited”. (I haven’t
heard of any fish or gila monsters running
loose in Hillbrooke, but if yours are, the law
applies to them too.) According to the laws
dogs are to be on a leash unless they are on
the owner’s premises, and all other animals
(orangutans for example) are supposed to be
confined to the owner’s premises.

neighborly courtesies apply to your cat. Keep
them out of your neighbor’s yard (and away
from your neighbor’s bird feeder).

Common sense and courtesy will keep Hill-
brooke’s two- and four-legged (or in our case,
three-legged) residents living harmoniously.

Glory says, “Leash laws?
Cats don’t need no stinkin’ leash laws!”

Neighborhood News

If you’ve trained Spot to heel
without a leash while the two
of you stroll around the streets
of Hillbrooke, that’s cool.

I don’t think anyone is worried about a strict
enforcement of the leash laws within the
neighborhood. But it is important that we keep
our animals under control at all times and not
allow them to dig, poop, or hunt in our
neighbors’ yard.

Interestingly, cats are exempted from the
leash laws. (No, I’'m not kidding.) This is be-
cause cats are a vastly superior species. (I'm
kidding.) (Not really.)

Even though the law says cats are exempt,
your neighbors don’t exempt them. The same

List with Lea....Sell with Lea

3325 Hillgare Crossing 5350 N.Hillbrooke Trace

Homes SOLD by Lea Over the Past 2 Years

1165 Gladewnod Drive
1685 Gladewood Drive
5335 H i]lgﬂt{: Crossing
5530 Hillgate Crossing
5380 Johns View Street
235 Glenmoor Path

Let Your Nri!.;]'lhur, Sell Your Ntighhc:rluu‘rd[

Lea Pere:
8 Jenmy Pruist S Associates

#0485 10815
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Real Estate
Update

By Diane Danek
Realty Executives North Atlanta
678-366-5939

Editor’s Note: I'm sure many of you know
Diane, who is one of our Hillbrooke neighbors as
well as a licensed real estate sales person. She
is currently affiliated with Realty Executives
North Atlanta’s Alpharetta office. Diane has of-
fered to write occasional articles on real estate
issues for the Herald, focusing on our neighbor-
hood and our community.

Whether or not you are considering selling your
home, the same key items you can do to spruce
up your home prior to selling will benefit you in
the long run. Proper maintenance and updating
of your home creates value for you the individ-
ual homeowner and contributes to the positive
reputation of the neighborhood as a whole. Here
are a few tips for spring cleaning:

1. Make your front entrance inviting: replace
the kick plate, repaint the front door, power
wash patios and sidewalks. Plant some col-
orful annuals.

2. Clear away clutter: roll up your hoses, put
your garbage cans away in a hidden loca-
tion.

3. Check all wood windows and trim for dam-
age: Our wood windows are infamous for
wood rot, repair or repaint.

4. Freshen the appearance of rooms: con-
sider painting those kitchen cabinets, add-
ing some neutral paint tones, update light
fixtures, refinish hardwood flooring.

5. Arrange furniture for spaciousness

6. Reduce all odors: Buyers noses will guide
them right out the front door if there is an
offensive odor. Clean your carpets and get
some great smelling potpourri

7. Decks: Check for loose nails; check sup-
ports, power wash and re-stain as neces-
sary.

8. Don't forget to straighten the garage and
basement.

If you are trying to determine the value of
your home, keep an eye on similar sales in the
neighborhood or visit Sunday Open Houses.
Finally, ask a realtor to prepare a comparative
market analysis that will provide details on the
closed transactions in your neighborhood.

Hillorooke recent sales are as follows:

North Hillbrooke Trace: $277,000
John’s View Court: $257,250
Abbotts Close: $247,000
North Hillbrooke Trace: $224,900
Gladewood Drive: $235,900
Hillgate Crossing: $230,000

CINDY STEELE@COMCAST.NET

USBORNE BOOKS

“THE BOOKS KIDS LOVE TO READ"”

~-BOOK FAIRS ~ FUND RAISERS ~ HOME PARTIES
~HRECT SALES - ORDER OMLINE TODAY~
~BUSINES OPPORTUNTIES (HELP WANTED! ]~
~SUMMER READING PROGRAMS~

VISIT WWW.READUBAM TO ENTER
TO WIN 550 IN FREE BOOKS

678-580-0388
WWW.READUBAH.COM
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BULLETIN BOARD
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My name is Coach Morris and |

live in the Grand cascades
subdivision in Suwanee.

I am putting together an infor-

mal group of teams from area
subdivisions that would like to
play youth basketball all year.
The competition will be seri-
ous.

We are looking for other teams

that are looking to play some
games and gain valuable ex-
perience on the court. We

have an outdoor court at our

subdivision and we can look at

some other sites down the
road.

I look forward to hearing back
from you soon as we try to
build something similar to
what the swim teams are.

Sincerely,

Coach Morris

S.F. Sharp Shooters Basket-
ball, Grand Cascades
joe@jinglejog.com

Many thanks to STEVE
BAKER for a job well done
with the pool opening!!

Bravo, the pool looks awe-
somel!!

Got something you want to post on the Bulletin Board? E-mail it to gboylan@mindspring.com.

$

Mary Olson won an
award for the Council
for Exceptional Children
Teacher of the Year.

Congratulations Mary!

Troy Danek, class of 2004
from Chattahoochee High
School, has received an Ap-
pointment to attend the
United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy in Kings Point,
NY. The Academy selection
process includes a thorough
review of academic, leader-
ship and athletic performance.
In addition each candidate
must receive a Congressional
or Senatorial nomination.
While at CHS, Troy was
named to the National Honor
Society, Principals Award, VIP
Award, Presidential Classroom
Leadership Scholar, Who’s
Who Among American High
School Students, Beta Club,
Outstanding German Il stu-
dent, National Honor Society-
German and a three year
member of the Varsity La-
crosse Team. Troy will report
for Indoctrination to the Acad-
emy on July 9.

Neighborhood News
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JUNE GARDENING TIPS
Pike Family Nurseries

Take a look at the blooms on your rose
bushes, hydrangeas and annuals at this time
of year. Most flowering plants are at their best
during the month of June. This is because the
late spring season is warm enough to encour-
age prolific blooms but not so warm that you
can fry an egg on the pavement. As a general
rule, rainfall is also more plentiful in the
spring. So enjoy your flowers and the moder-
ate temperatures while you can. All too soon,
our steamy summer weather will be upon us
and our gardening focus will turn to watering
our plants, mowing the lawn and weeding our
gardens.

@ Did you know? Turf grasses perform best
when maintained at the correct height. No
more than 1/3 of the blades should be re-
moved at any one time. Also, instead of
bagging the clippings, leave them on the
lawn. The heat will decompose the grass
clippings in a matter of hours, releasing
nitrogen into the soil.

@ Create a butterfly garden to provide
months of visual enjoyment. Every butter-
fly garden should have at least one budd-
leia (butterfly bush). Abelia, azaleas, dahl-
ias, gaura, lantana, pineapple sage, rose
of Sharon, verbena and zinnia also attract
butterflies.

@ Plant Knock Out™ and Flower Carpet
Roses® for continuous color all summer.
These compact shrub roses, available in
several colors, require very little mainte-
nance and are reliably black-spot resis-
tant.

@ Plant an instant lawn. Warm season sod
varieties such as Bermuda, Zoysia, Centi-
pede and St. Augustine are all available
now.

@ Tomato remedies. Blossom End Rot,
which causes ugly, dark blotches on the
bottom of the fruit, is caused by a calcium
deficiency in the soil. There are several

products that will correct this problem. To-
matoes that are splitting on the vine is
caused by inconsistent watering. To pre-
vent this, keep the soil uniformly moist at
all times.

Snails and slugs can take a bite out of
your annuals, creating large holes and
ragged blooms and leaves. To control
these pests, distribute snail and slug bait
or simply sprinkle sand in their paths.
They will go out of their way to avoid the
sand because of its rough texture. If all
else fails, take advantage of the snail and
slug's fondness for fermented beverages.
Put out a shallow container of beer or
sugar water mixed with yeast in the eve-
ning. The next morning, you will find a
saucer full of submerged snails and slugs.

Deadhead your annuals on a regular ba-
sis. Pinching off dead blooms as they occur
helps to prevent seed production and
pauses in blooming.

Got weeds? Apply a post-emergent weed
killer to your lawn according to package
directions. Make sure that the product you
select is safe for use on your type of
grass. Don’t wait too late. Weed killers
work best when temperatures are 85 de-
grees or less.

Plant a hydrangea for long-lasting, sum-
mer color. Although the plant itself is
rather inconspicuous, the large, highly
decorative bloom clusters that appear in
June, July and August are real attention
grabbers. The new Endless Summer™ va-
riety blooms repeatedly throughout the
summer.

Japanese Beetles can be distinguished
by their metallic green heads and bronze
colored wings. They are insatiable eaters
that usually feed in groups and devour
leaves, flowers and fruit on many kinds of
plants. To control these destructive bee-
tles, use traps that contain both floral and
sexual lures, chemical controls and/or
grub controls.
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Nature S Wonder
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With summer upon us, we are often reminded
to

WEAR SUNSCREEN

to protect our skin from sun damage.

That’s especially good advice for us Southern-
ers.

Like me, I'm sure many of you have often
wondered, “Sunscreen makes sense for hu-
mans, but how do hippopotami protect their
skin from the sun?”

I mean let’s face it, it's not like Coppertone is
available on the plains of Africa.

And even if it was, how could a hippo put any
on its back with those short stubby legs?

This mystery was solved recently by a group
of scientists (no doubt using Federal research
grant funds). As NPR reported recently, it
turns out that Hippopotamus sweat actually
contains sunscreen-like chemicals. (The SPF of
hippo sweat was not announced.)

Neighborhood
Directory
Update!

T'leh's DIRECTORY.

Put more sizzein your summer. The sponsorsin
T leh’s Directory have what you need for a safe, en-
joyable summer.

It's time for our new homeowner's directory
and we need your updated information!

It will be published by T'leh's Directory, and
will be distributed to each resident free of
charge.

If you have any updates to the directory,
please email Janice Martin at:

janicemartin@comcast.net.

Include your name, address, phone number
and any email addresses. You can have up to
two email addresses printed in the directory.
To ensure email addresses and phone num-
bers are correct, please send me via email -
that will help ensure errors are not made.

If you are currently not in the directory, but
have called to give me your information,
please send it to me again, just to make sure
it gets in the directory correctly.

Directories should be distributed early this
summer.

However, before you run over to the
nearest zoo to wipe down a hot hippo,
you might want to take into account
that the sweat does not work by itself.
It seems that it has to be combined
with hippo mucus in order to be effec-
tive.

| suppose you could take along a hippo
sized handkerchief as well, but it might
just be easier to run over to CVS and
pick up a bottle of SPF 30.

s, WWW DDECKERPAINTING. COM
= IEr) 770-560-2 789 )

MNa payment until jokr Is complete
In business since 1984

Licensed and insured

FREE estimates

Deck restoration

Powerwashing

Weod repair services

S Year labor & material warrenty

TERIO
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A Hillbrooke Spring

Spring was spectacular in the
neighborhood this year. These
pages show just a few of the beau-
tiful flowers, trees, and yards that
we enjoyed.

To see the pictures in color, go to
Hillborooke.com and download the
pdf version of the newsletter.




